Evangelical Visitor - April 25, 1978 Vol. XCI. No. 8. by Zercher, John E.
Messiah University 
Mosaic 
Evangelical Visitor (1887-1999) Brethren in Christ Church Archives 
4-25-1978 
Evangelical Visitor - April 25, 1978 Vol. XCI. No. 8. 
John E. Zercher 
www.Messiah.edu One University Ave. | Mechanicsburg PA 17055 
Follow this and additional works at: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor 
 Part of the History of Religion Commons, and the Religion Commons 
Permanent URL: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/2338 
Recommended Citation 
Zercher, John E., "Evangelical Visitor - April 25, 1978 Vol. XCI. No. 8." (1978). Evangelical Visitor 
(1887-1999). 2338. 
https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/2338 
Sharpening Intellect | Deepening Christian Faith | Inspiring Action 
Messiah University is a Christian university of the liberal and applied arts and sciences. Our mission is to educate 
men and women toward maturity of intellect, character and Christian faith in preparation for lives of service, 
leadership and reconciliation in church and society. 
e v c m x j e i l c a L 
VISITOR 
April 25,1978 
The Center of Our Holiness 
Meeting Them Where They Are 
I Like Money 
Zambian Bishop Consecrated 
Reflections on a Moving Scene 
•r 
On Keeping the Sabbath — Three Responses 
Children of '78 
Sharpening Teaching Tools 




Only a month remains until the June 1 deadline for 
sending in lodging reservations. Use the forms in the 
February 25 issue of the Visitor. Additional forms are 
available from your pastor or the Convention Director. 
As of this writing (March 20) around 100 people have 
registered. This is much appreciated, and it is hoped that 
most of the people going to General Conference will have 
registered by the time this is read. Some have overlooked 
including complete information on travel plans. Be sure to 
report this regardless of how you plan to travel. Those on 
public carriers should include complete information on 
both arrival time before Conference and departure time 
after. 
Some Pennsylvania people have wondered if they need 
to register if they are only at Conference a few times. The 
answer is: they will not need to register. However, those 
who plan to attend on a regular or almost regular basis 
should register, even if they live very close to Messiah 
College. 
The opening session of General Conference is on 
Saturday, July 1, at 3:30 p.m. Registration times are on 
Friday evening, June 30, from 7 to 8 p.m., Saturday 
morning from 8 to 9:30, and from noon until 3 p.m. The 
Messiah Village dedication is scheduled for 10 a.m. on 
Saturday, July 1. 
The General Conference Program Committee has not 
scheduled any services on the Conference grounds on 
Sunday morning. Everyone is encouraged to attend area 
churches. It is hoped that host churches will provide 
transportation for those who may need it. 
All guests are invited to return to the Conference 
grounds for the noon meal on Sunday (main meal at noon 
on Sunday). However, it is urgent that the dining room 
know your plans in this regard. Please keep this in mind 
when filling in the form relating to meals. The Sunday 
afternoon C O N F E R E N C E RALLY will begin at 2:30. 
Boards, committees, and agencies are again reminded 
that there is ample exhibit space in a very good location. 
Make your requests for space to the Convention Director. 
Also give him your requests for meeting rooms before and 
during Conference. 
Please note this change in the pageant schedule. The 
pageant time on Tuesday night remains at 7 p.m. (about 2 
hours long), but the times on Thursday and Friday nights 
are now set at 8 p.m. 
The Conference portfolio will be a 3-ring binder, 
specially imprinted for the 200th anniversary. All 
Conference members will receive one free. A limited 
amount will be for sale at the Conference bookstore. 
Although the binder will have 3 pockets for various 
materials, boards and agencies may wish to use punched 
paper for handouts to conference members. 
For more information, contact the Convention Director, 
Paul Hostetler, Grantham, PA 17027. Phone: 717-766-
2621. 
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Editorial 
The Seventeen Percent 
The Commission on Stewardship and Finance has 
released the report of our 1977 giving. The total giving, 
based on congregational reporting, amounted to $6,534,-
519. This is an increase of $662,024 or 11.27 percent over 
1976. 
The per member giving was $472.80, an increase of 
$28.25 over 1976's amount of $444.55 This represents a 
6.4 percent increase. The 11.27 percent increase of total 
giving reflects the 4.7 percent membership growth (see last 
issue's editorial) as well as the 6.4 percent increase in per 
member giving. 
The Central Conference, as it has for the past five years, 
leads in per member contributions with $558.44. The 
C a n a d i a n C onfe r ence per member average was 
$492.69—$20 above the denomination's average. 
The destinations of the 1977 contributions are as 
follows: 
Destination Amount Percent 
Local Operations $3,577,553 54.7 
Local Capital 1,651,051 25.3 
General Conference Ministries 910,678 13.9 
Other 395,238 6.1 
Total $6,534,520 100.0 
If we break the General Conference Ministries (13.9 
percent) down it looks like this: 
Ministry 
Board of Benevolence 
Board of Christian Ed. 
Board for Missions 















Although the giving trend, both total and per member, 
continues to go up, giving to ministries outside the 
congregation continues to decline. A comparison with 
1972 reveals the extent of this trend (in percent) over this 

















In light of these facts we make these observations: 
1. Giving to General Conference Ministries has 
declined, during the past five years, from 21.0 percent of 
our total giving to 13.9 percent. 
2. More than one half of our giving (54.8 percent) now 
goes for local operations; more than a fourth (25.3) for 
local capital. 
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3. Although during the past five years our membership 
has increased 23 percent and our giving 66 percent, 
contributions to General Conference Ministries has in-
creased only 11.6 percent, from $815,770 to $910,678. 
4. The average personal income for residents of the 
United States in 1976 was $6,441. Per member giving of 
United States Conferences in 1977 was $469.24. 
5. Our total giving has kept up fairly well with inflation 
but we are probably not giving the tithe if our personal 
incomes approach the national average. Measured against 
other denominations we may have reason for some 
satisfaction. Contrasted with the needs of our world we 
have little reason to feel comfortable. 
I have been reading page proofs of Dr. Carlton 
Wittlinger's history of the Brethren in Christ. As I read I 
was reminded of the fact that it was only twenty-five years 
ago that the denomination went on record favoring a 
supported pastoral ministry. This was the beginning of a 
new focus of our mission—the local congregation and the 
surrounding community. This obviously would have finan-
cial implications. Our resources would follow the new 
focus of our ministry. 
It may be appropriate to ask if the pendulum may not 
have swung about far enough. Growing congregations 
should foster an increased ministry beyond the local needs. 
Congregations, like people, need a cause beyond 
themselves. Congregations need the ministries of the 
General Conference and we need to share in them. 
The 1978 General Conference Ministries' budget will 
require approximately 17 percent of our 1978 giving. An 
interesting exercise for each of us would be to take our 
congregational budgets for 1978 and determine the total 
amount—operat ions, capital, denominational, and 
others—and multiply this by 17 percent (you may use a 
calculator). 
If your congregation's budget provides more for 
General Conference Ministr ies—Niagara Christian 
College, Messiah College, Ministerial Training, Board for 
Missions, Board of Benevolence, Board of Christian 
Education—than the amount you obtained when you 
multiplied, then it is carrying its percentage share of the 
General Conference Ministries budget. If the.total is less, 
then your congregation is providing less than its percen-
tage share. 
It would be unfortunate if those congregations which are 
"over" the 17 percent decided to decrease their giving. 
There are many congregations who can and should be 
above the minimum. But it would be a great blessing if 
those who are under this minumum would discover the 
blessing and joy of assuming an increasing share of the 
brotherhood's ministries. 
To go from less than 12 percent in 1977 to 17 percent in 
1978 will not be easy; but if our ministries' budgets are to 
be met and our programs supported, this is what we will 
need to do. Now is the time to take the necessary steps and 
make the needed plan. It is much easier now than if we 
wait until December. Z 
The Heart of Our Holiness 
Henry A. Ginder 
Various sectors of the Christian 
church seem to bring a different center 
to the message and experience of 
holiness. In some cases it is the 
church, sometimes the doctrine, other 
times the experience. Some pastors 
place at the center the fruit of the 
Spirit; others the gifts of the Spirit. 
Yet in reality it must be a person—the 
Lord Jesus Christ. He is the center. He 
is the heart of our holiness. 
In John 16:7-15 Jesus stated what 
the ministry of the Holy Spirit would 
be. Verse 13-14 indicates—"He will 
not speak on His own. He will speak 
only what He hears and He will tell 
you what is yet to come. He will bring 
glory to me by taking from what is 
mine and making it known to you." 
(NIV) 
These verses place Jesus squarely in 
the center of the truth and life of 
holiness by helping us see what the 
Holy Spir i t will do among the 
churches. 
Jesus is the Initiation of our Holiness. 
It all begins with God. Isaiah 6 gives 
a revelation of the holiness of God and 
the appropriate response on man's 
part. We learn by contrasts, so when 
man is exposed to the holiness of God 
He becomes aware of his own un-
holiness and his need for cleansing. 
Isaiah said—"Woe is me! for I am 
undone; because I am a man of un-
clean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a 
people of unclean lips: for mine eyes 
have seen the King, the Lord of 
Hosts." At this point the divine provi-
sion for cleansing was evident in 
Isaiah's behalf. 
Jesus came to interpret God's 
holiness. This is implied in the incar-
Dr. Henry A. Ginder is bishop of the 
Allegheny Conference and has been active in 
evangelical circles including the Christian 
Holiness Association of which he has been 
president. 
nation. Jesus said in St. John 14:9 " H e 
that hath seen me hath seen the 
father." The crucifixion of Jesus 
Christ opens the way for the believer 
to bring anything unholy to the cross. 
Galatians 2:20: "I am crucified with 
Christ. . . . " 
In the resurrection Jesus initiated a 
source of power that must be central in 
the life of the person called unto 
holiness. This is supported beautifully 
in Romans 8:11 which speaks of the 
Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from 
the dead, living in us. 
Jesus is indeed the initiation of our 
holiness. 
Jesus is the Instigation of our Holiness. 
He set it all in motion. In Matthew 
3:11 John said of Jesus—"He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
with fire." 
One of Dr. Tozer's favorite 
statements is—"Wherever Jesus is ex-
alted the Holy Spirit comes, and 
where the Holy Spirit is exalted Jesus 
comes." When the Holy Spirit in-
dwells He will surely exalt Jesus in 
your life. 
Jesus declared the Father to be the 
giver of the Holy Spirit. In Luke 11:13 
he said, "How much more will your 
father in Heaven give the Holy Spirit 
to those who ask Him!" 
Jesus is the Illustration of our 
Holiness. 
The gospels are filled with beautiful 
illustrations from Jesus' life, showing 
us how to live the holy life. I will 
simply lift up several for our con-
sideration. 
1. He was victorious in temptation. 
Many Christians have turned to 
the life of Jesus and especially 
the time of His temptation, to 
discover how to live a life of 
victory over temptation. We 
have all been helped when we see 
how Jesus resisted the devil by 
saying " I t is written." 
2. The compassion of Jesus. How 
many times the Scriptures say 
"When He saw the multitudes 
H e was moved with com-
passion." I believe it is impossi-
ble to have a holy heart without 
being compassionate. Jesus iden-
tified with the hurts of his society 
and his generation. We will sure-
ly do the same. 
3. He calmed the seas. Did you ever 
d i s c o v e r how S p i r i t - f i l l e d 
believers can pour oil on troubled 
waters? This, I believe, is one of 
the ways we need to follow Jesus 
as our example. 
4. He was a friend of sinners and he 
was criticized for it. I believe that 
Spirit-filled believers are the best 
instruments in the hand of God 
to build a bridge to the persons 
of our lost world. In fact they are 
the only peop le who have 
sufficient internal strength to 
identify closely with sinners 
without becoming a part of their 
sinning. Jesus demonstrated to 
us how to hate sin but love the 
sinner. 
Let each Sprit-filled person 
who reads this article, purpose to 
have more sinners in our circle 
of friendships. 
5. He was our perfect example in 
extending forgiveness. He did it 
from the cross: "Father, forgive 
them; they know not what they 
do." This illustrates that the 
Spirit-filled believer needs to ex-
tend forgiveness. In fact it will be 
natural to extend forgiveness 
whether it is requested or not. 
For the Spirit-filled believer, 
forgiveness becomes first an at-
titude then an act. 
Jesus is certainly the heart of our 
holiness and a perfect illustration of 
how to live it. 
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Meeting Them Where 
They Are 
Paul S. Rees 
Jesus is our Incentive for Holy Living. 
1. In His present ministry, Jesus is 
now sitting at the right hand of 
God and is making intercession 
for us. This is supported in I 
John 2:1 where He is declared to 
be our advocate. "We have one 
who speaks to the Father in our 
d e f e n s e — J e s u s C h r i s t the 
righteous one." (NIV) Isn't this 
a great incentive to living a holy 
life? 
2. The hope of Christ's return is a 
tremendous incentive in living 
the holy life. I John 3, in connec-
tion with a reference to Christ's 
return, says, "Everyone who has 
this hope in him purifies himself 
just as he is pure." (v. 3). 
T h e r e is p robably no g rea te r 
motivation to living the holy life than 
for the believer to have a live, active 
hope of the return of our Lord. Just as 
a bride is strongly motivated to keep 
herself pure for her bridegroom, so it 
is with us. Jesus is really our incentive 
to living a holy life. 
These thoughts lead us to a new 
appreciation of the fact that Jesus our 
Saviour and Lord, the head of the 
church, is surely the heart of our 
holiness. 
An old hymn by Charles Gabriel, 
taken from our 1906 Hymnal, says it 
well. 
More Like the Master 
More like the Master I would ever 
be, 
More of His meekness, more humil-
ity; 
More zeal to labor, more courage to be 
true, 
More consecration for work He bids 
me do. 
More like the Master is my daily pray-
er, 
More strength to carry crosses I must 
bear; 
More earnest effort to bring His king-
dom in, 
More of His Spirit, the wanderer to 
win. 
More like the Master I would live and 
grow, 
More of His love to others I would 
show; 
More self denial, like His in Gal-
ilee, 
More like the Master I long to ever 
be. 
A Christian citizen of New York 
City recalls that some years ago, two 
wealthy spinster sisters had their own 
curious way of practicing evangelism. 
At approximately the same hour each 
working day they would proceed in 
their chauffeur-driven Rolls Royce to 
the same busy street corner in 
Manhat tan . Removing themselves 
from their car, they would stand 
together near the curb and with 
countenances solemn and voices loud, 
proclaim: "Prepare to meet thy God! 
Prepare to meet thy God!" This done, 
they would climb back into their 
waiting Rolls and drive away. 
There's no doubt that this was a 
better use of public property than a lot 
of things that went on there. But how 
much of that stilted, clamorous cry 
from the throats of two stern-faced 
ladies was really an exercise in 
evangelism? 
Dr. Rees is an internationally-known speaker 
and evangelical leader. This article is reprinted 




A 96-page, vinyl-covered book, en-
titled THE PILGRIMAGE OF 
THE BRETHREN IN CHRIST, is 
being prepared for the church-at-
large, to be released prior to General 
Conference. Information on the 
availability of this "souvenir book" 
has been sent to each local pastor 
soliciting advance orders. A limited 
number of the books will be for sale 
at General Conference. Although 
this book is not considered a 
historical presentation, it does con-
tain some interesting facts of church 
history and exciting experiences in 
the life style of the church over the 
There was audible contact, obvious-
ly; but was there gospel com-
munication? In the words: "Prepare to 
meet thy God," there is not even 
gospel content. Even if there were, 
these ladies would still be lacking a 
very important ingredient of effective 
evangelism—gospel context. 
Context—something in the in-
terpersonal or intergroup situation 
that is more than an assault on the 
eardrums. It is an approach to the 
person. Ins tead of reeking with 
aggressive propagandism, it is flavored 
with an indefinite empathy. 
Consider Jesus and His conversa-
tion with the Samaritan woman. They 
were strangers, alien to one another in 
both race and culture. The opening 
stage of their conversation was neither 
"re l igious" nor "spi r i tua l . " They 
talked about earthy things—thirst, 
water, and wells. Yet, they sur-
mounted the racial barrier. They 
moved to the mystery of a higher kind 
of water that satisfies a deeper form of 
thirst. Communication was not easy, 
but a basis for it was being laid. 
to page fourteen 
past years. It does not take the place 
of Dr. Wittlinger's book. A map of 
historical sites in Lancaster County 
will be included in this publication. 
The Mission Board will promote the 
book to the areas of their respon-
sibility. The price of the book will be 
$1.00. Order through your pastor. 
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I Like Money 
John Rudy 
I like money! This blunt confession 
always raises some eyebrows. It seems 
to shock people. No one is supposed to 
like money. Especially not preachers 
and church workers like myself. 
But there's no use kidding myself. I 
see no virtue in waxing eloquent about 
my abhorrence of unrighteous mam-
mon and filthy lucre. I've got to be 
honest. I like money. 
I suspect I am not all that unusual. 
Because in all of my travels among 
those who have a lot and those who 
don't have much, I have never met 
anyone who has said he hates money. 
Never! 
Let me quickly qualify my confes-
sion. I hope I don't love money, 
because this is " the root of all evil." I 
hope I am not preoccupied by it. 
Obsessed. Enslaved. Intoxicated. 
Far too many people these days, 
even p e r s o n s who c l a im to be 
Christians, are "money maniacs." 
They seem to be willing to do almost 
anything to get money. They crave it, 
hoard it, squander it, display it. They 
abuse the power of money. 
What I'm really advocating is that 
we take a positive stance toward 
money. Money is so useful. It allows 
us to seize opportunities for good. To 
share generously with those in need. 
To help our children. To extend the 
kingdom. To lay up treasures in 
heaven. 
Maybe it 's high t ime we quit 
scolding each other. Nowhere in 
Scripture do I read that Jesus con-
demned anyone for making money, or 
for having money. But He was deeply 
concerned about our attitudes toward 
money, our attachment to it, what 
money can do to us. He said, "You 
cannot have both God and wealth as 
your master." 
In America we have more money 
than ever before. There's no denying 
it. As we compare ourselves with past 
generations, and as we observe mul-
The writer is treasurer for Mennonite Mutual 
Aid with special responsibilities for the Men-
nonite Foundation, Reprinted from Caring by 
permission. 
titudes around the world who are in 
perpetual need, we're rich! And this 
means we have a solemn and joyful 
responsibility to faithfully employ all 
of the resources which God has 
credited to our accounts. 
I'm not ignoring the perils of our 
e c o n o m i c s y s t e m . M o n e y is 
dangerous. It can influence our con-
duct. It can stimulate our greed. It can 
become a god. It can activate our 
selfishness. It can make us insensitive 
to those in need. 
But there's hope! We can allow God 
to redeem our money. We can let His 
spirit liberate us from the possessive-
ness of possessions. We can thank 
God for money and then dedicate 
it to His will and purposes. We can 
allow our economic lives to be discipli-
ned by the Spirit of Jesus. 
So, here we are, followers of Jesus, 
in the world. With money! Aren't 
there some guidelines which may be 
helpful to us? Let me suggest a few: 
Let frugality control your consump-
tion. We used to abhor waste. It was 
sin. We taught simplicity. It was 
assumed we cleaned up our plates and 
wore out our clothes. Let's resurrect a 
good old fashioned word: frugality. 
Let's try to discover a more sensible 
lifestyle. 
Aspire to the tranquillity of content-
ment. If the Apostle Paul could sit in 
jail and be content, then contentment 
must have nothing to do with the size 
of our estates or the amount of money 
we have. It isn't found at the depart-
ment store or the travel agency. 
Contentment is found in a relation-
ship, our life in Jesus Christ. 
Apply nonconformity to your financial 
decisions. Now I am suggesting that as 
Christians we don't have to spend our 
money like everybody else. We don't 
have to compete with our neighbors. 
We don't need the same kind of house 
or car. Maybe we will be less con-
formed as we are more transformed. 
Cultivate the grace of letting go. It 
would seem that Jesus was more con-
cerned about giving than getting. 
More concerned about sharing than 
a c c u m u l a t i n g . When is enough 
enough? I suspect that more of us 
ought to pray for grace to let go. To 
distribute. To de-accumulate. 
Complete your stewardship by plan-
ning effective disposition. Maybe it's 
immoral, even sinful, not to have an 
up-to-date will. To turn everything 
over to the laws of the state. We 
should be writing our own private 
laws. By way of our wills we decide, 
under God, how much the children 
need and how much should go to 
further the cause of Christ. 
What you believe should influence how 
you invest your money. We get a little 
careless with our savings. We pray for 
peace but yet our money may not be 
supporting world peace. We contend 
for social justice, but our investments 
may not be contributing anything to 
social betterment. Let's put our money 
to work in ways which contribute 
toward the glory of God and the need 
of others. 
Make sure you do not misplace your 
security. Are we putting most of our 
trust in insurance, pension plans, 
social security, estates? What about 
looking for financial security in the 
community of Christian brothers and 
sisters? Maybe we need additional 
ways to care and share in the 
household of faith. The way we love 
and take care of each other could in 
itself be an evangelistic dynamic. 
Put money on your congregation's 
agenda. We live in an incredibly com-
plex economic order. There are no 
easy answers. More than ever before, 
we ought to be giving and receiving 
counsel, right in the church, on money 
matters. No longer dare we remain 
silent about money. We need each 
other to find the path of faithfulness 
when it comes to lifestyle, spending, 
giving, borrowing, and other matters 
which are so important to our daily 
lives. 
When it comes to money, Moses is 
an inspiration to all of us. Moses had 
at his disposal all of the wealth, com-
fort, ease, and security of Egypt. But 
he turned his back on it all and cast his 
lot with the downtrodden Israelites, 
the people of God. Why? Why make 
such a foolish decision? Because 
Moses was motivated and aroused by 
faith. 
As followers of Jesus, may all of our 
money decisions be motivated and 
aroused by faith! 
6 Evangelical Visitor 
Religious News 
Evangelical Upholds Infallibility 
But Not Inerrancy of The Bible 
An evangelical scholar has written a 
book affirming the infallibility, but not the 
inerrancy, of the Bible and contending that 
some defenders of inerrancy are fighting 
the wrong battle using the wrong methods. 
Dr. Stephen T. Davis, associate 
professor of philosophy and religion at 
Claremont (Calif.) Men's College, replies 
to such scholars as Harold Lindsell and 
Francis SchaefTer in his book, The Debate 
About the Bible, published by Westminster 
Press. 
He affirms his belief in the Bible as 
infallible in matters of faith and practice, 
but notes that he does not believe that it is 
inerrant—containing no errors at all in any 
field of knowledge. At the same time, he 
contends that his beliefs about the Bible 
are consistent with evangelicalism. 
Dr. Davis writes that "one will search in 
vain for a Biblical passage that teaches 
that the Bible is inerrant, that it is nowhere 
misleading or mistaken on any subject 
whatsoever." Rather, he says, "what the 
Bible does clearly teach, I believe, is its 
o w n i n s p i r a t i o n , a u t h o r i t y , a n d 
reliability." 
Salvation Army Will Mark 
Centenary of Its Naming 
Some 30,000 Salvationists from 82 
countries will converge on London in June 
to mark the centenary of the formation of 
the Salvation Army under that name. 
In 1865, William Booth founded the 
Chr is t ian Revival Associat ion, subse-
quently to be called the Christian Mission, 
and that event was elaborately celebrated 
in London in 1965. But it was not until 
1878 that the Rev. William Booth, as he 
became, called the organizat ion the 
"Salvation Army . " 
In the same year, he discovered the 
effect of brass bands in evangelization and 
formulated the Army's doctrinal state-
ment. 
Rabbi Relates Jewish Mysticism 
To a 'Born Again' Experience 
Jews can be "born again" without 
becoming Christians or Jews for Jesus, 
says a rabbi. 
"Judaism has its own 'born again' ex-
perience," according to Rabbi Herbert 
Weiner, professor of Jewish mysticism at 
Seton Hall University, a Roman Catholic 
school in South Orange, N. J. 
This Jewish "born again" experience 
comes through Jewish mysticism, he says. 
Jewish m y s t i c i s m , which is o f t en 
overlooked by modern Jews, provides 
avenues through which a spiritual ex-
perience can occur, faith in God can be 
retooled or reawakened or some other type 
of "born again" encounter can take place, 
Rabbi Weiner says. 
Only 4% of Minnesotans 
Feel They're Hellhound 
Only one Minnesotan in every 25 
believes he or she deserves to go to hell, 
according to the Minneapolis Tribune's 
Minnesota Poll. 
Five times as many people know of 
someone who is a sure bet to go to hell (20 
per cent do). 
While not asked to do so, some people 
identified their sure bets for hell: drunk 
drivers, someone who has killed another 
human, "many if they don't mend their 
ways," "anybody who hasn't accepted 
Christ ," Idi Amin, political people. 
Although many were reluctant to give 
opinions on hell's occupants, more than 
seven out of 10 state residents (70 per cent) 
believe in hell. 
FBI Report: Serious Crime Dropped, 
Violent Crime Increased in 1976 
Overall serious crime reported in the U. 
S. during 1977 dropped 4 per cent from 
1976—but violent crimes increased 1 per 
cent, according to preliminary Crime 
Index figures of the FBI. 
Pentagon Wants to Lift Ban 
Against Women in Combat Roles 
The U.S. Department of Defense said it 
will submit a legislative proposal asking 
Congress to end the ban on women in 
combat. 
If Congress approves the proposal, Pen-
tagon officials said, women may be 
assigned to serve in infantry units, work 
abroad destroyers and aircraft carriers, 
and fly fighter planes. 
In place of the ban, the Defense Depart-
ment is asking Congress to give the 
Secretaries of the Army, Air Force, Navy 
and Defense power to "set policy for, 
monitor and review the assignment of 
women" within the military. 
Cost to Keep Prisoner in Jail 
Reported To Be $26,000 a Year 
The National Council on Crime and 
Delinquency reports that it cost New York 
City $71.87 per day, or approximately 
$26,000 a year, to keep a prisoner in jail in 
fiscal 1976. 
Baptist Union of Poland Asks 
Graham to Conduct Crusade 
Evangelist Billy Graham has been in-
vited by the Baptist Union of Poland to 
conduct a series of religious meetings in 
the country. 
If he accepts the invitiation, Mr. 
Graham will be holding his second official 
visit to an Eastern European country. Last 
September, he and a team of associates 
preached in Hungary for a week at the 
invitation of that country's Free Church 
Council. In 1967, he held several meetings 
in Yugoslavia on an unofficial basis. 
Southern Baptist Membership 
Rises 160,594 to 13,083,199 
The Southern Baptist Convent ion, 
largest Protestant body in the U.S., has 
t o p p e d t h e 13 m i l l i o n m a r k in 
membership. In fiscal year 1976-1977, the 
convention added 160,594 members, 
bringing the total to 13,083,199. 
During the year total receipts for the 
convention rose by 9.2 per cent—more 
than $151 million—to a total of $1.8 
billion. Mission gifts increased by 10.3 per 
cent, just short of $27 million, to a total of 
nearly $290 million. 
The denomination received a serious 
blow, however, in a 10.1 per cent decline in 
baptisms, from 384,496 to 345,690, the 
church's lowest ebb since 1949. 
Number in Scouting Drop 
By Half Million in 3 Years 
There are nearly half a million fewer 
Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts and Explorers 
than there were in 1975, according to the 
latest statistics released by the Boy Scouts 
of America. 
A statistical breakdown released by the 
BSA here shows that as of Dec. 21 there 
were 3,465,747 individual scouts in 137,-
361 scout units. 
This is a decline from 3,932,646 scouts 
in 150,117 units in 1975. 
Religious bodies sponsor 46.2 per cent 
of all local scout units and supervise 43 per 
cent of all scouts. 
A Boy Scouts of America spokesman, J. 
W. Compton, said that much of the decline 
in the number of scouts can be blamed on 
the economy, unemployment in families 
and decline in birthrates after the post-war 
"baby boom." 
Billy Graham W arns Against 
'False Prophets' on TV 
Evangelist Billy Graham stated that 
radio and television were "ideal tools" to 
bring millions to Christ, but he warned 
against the misuse of the airwaves by 
"false prophets." 
"By and large, 1 believe the broad-
casting industry is peopled with men and 
women of integrity, character and con-
science," he said, calling most religious 
broadcasters "sincere people of integrity." 
But he voiced this warning: " W e are 
facing the dangers of false prophets, the 
charlatans and Elmer Gentry's who, in a 
relatively short time, could destroy the 
great privilege we have of using the air-
waves to proclaim the gospel." 
Taboos Through Consensus Rather 
Than Laws Will Reduce Crime, 
Says Anthropologist Mead 
Community consensus on right and 
wrong rather than more laws against crime 
will improve the quality of life, Dr. 
Margare t Mead, anthropologis t , psy-
chologist and teacher, told 400 foundation, 
corporation, and human service executives 
at the 23rd annual conference of the 
National Council on Philanthropy. 
"Our system of taboos on human mis-
conduct have broken down," Dr. Mead 
said. " N o t long ago one could leave the 
weekly milk money in an empty bottle on 
the front porch and we were sure that it 
wouldn't be stolen before the milkman 
arrived to deliver more milk and pick up 
his payment along with the empties. 
"Today, in many communities, the 
money would have vanished because con-
sensus and authority of structures such as 
community, government and church have 
diminished. Young people, however, are 
bringing it back." 
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Bishops Kipe and Silungwe with their wives 
Zambian Bishop 
Consecrated 
January 8 was a historic day for the 
Brethren in Christ Church in Zambia 
as over 500 people gathered at the 
Macha Church for the consecration of 
their first Zambian Bishop, Rev. 
Wi l l iam Si lungwe. He succeeds 
Missionary Frank Kipe who has 
served as Bishop for the last ten years. 
Reverend Andrea Moono, pastor of 
the Macha church, chaired the service 
and Overseer Jonathan Mwaalu read 
the Scripture. Representing the Board 
for Missions, Reverend Paul Martin 
gave the consecration sermon based 
on the spiritual qualities and duties of 
a Bishop as found in I Timothy 3:1-7. 
Those who know the Silungwes well 
were once again impressed with how 
beautifully the lives and ministry of 
Reverend and Mrs. Silungwe match 
this description. 
Mary Olive Lady 
Mission Boa 
Macha 
chain, with over a dozen ministers, 
was formed as the Reverend Jack 
Munsaka, field Chairman for the 
Pilgrim Wesleyan Church, offered the 
prayer of consecration. 
The long line of well-wishers who 
shook hands with the Silung-
wes—giving their encouragement 
and support—included government 
officials, chiefs, pastors, represent-
atives from other churches, mission-
aries, and many Zambian friends. 
F o l l o w i n g an i n t e r m i s s i o n , 
Reverend Samson Mudenda was 
cha i rman of a farewell service 
honoring Bishop and Mrs. Kipe as 
they conclude twenty-five significant 
years of service in Africa. 
Highlighting this occasion was a 
stirring challenge to the church given 
by Elijah Mudenda, former Prime 
Minister and honored guest. Along 
with words of appreciation for the 
Kipes, he spoke of the influence of the 
Brethren in Christ Church in govern-
ment circles and in the history and 
development of Zambia as a nation. 
He considers the major achievement 
of the church since independence to be 
the unity felt in the Christian com-
munity, and the development of Chris-
tian character, humility, and strength. 
Mr. Mudenda expressed concern that 
the spiritual development of the Na-
tion keep pace with its material ad-
vancement. As a faithful reader of 
" T h e Bishop 's N e w s l e t t e r , " he 
pledged his continued loyalty to the 
church and her principles. 
A Member of the Central Com-
mittee and a former Prime Minister, 
Mr. Mudenda went on to recall 
the days when he attended primary 
school at Sikalongo Mission with 
the Silungwe brothers. "Even then," 
he-remembers, "we sensed that Wil-
liam was different than the rest of 
us. He had a certain serenity and inner 
qualities of leadership." As Mr. 
Mudenda compared his own white 
head with the black one of Reverend 
Silungwe, he wondered if perhaps 
William had chosen the better way. 
Kipes will not be forgotten 
Representatives for both the Zam-
bian church and the missionaries ex-
pressed thanks to the Kipes for their 
hospitality, understanding leadership 
Bishop William T. Silungwe 
In encouraging the church to learn 
to grow, love and support their 
Bishop, Reverend Martin used the 
words from I Thessalonians 5:12-13, 
" . . . respect those who labour among 
you and are over you in the Lord, . . . 
esteem them very highly in love 
because of their work. . . . Be at peace 
among yourselves." 
In this spirit of unity the Bishop will 
find vitality in leadership and love for 
his people. 
Vows performed by Kipe 
The consecration vows were con-
ducted by Bishop Kipe. A prayer 
Left: Chief Macha congratulates Bishop 
Silungwe. Above: Deacon Chiyoma ex-
presses appreciation to the Kipes. 
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d representative, Rev. Paul Martin greets Chief 
and valuable expertise in the areas of 
finance, church building, and church 
planting. 
Mrs. Kipe used Paul's prayer from 
Philippians 1:3-13 in warm words of 
farewell to the church. In recalling 
their wealth of experience in Africa, 
Bishop Kipe commented 
" I have sat by your fires, 
eaten your food, 
played with your children.. . . 
got stuck in your rivers. 
With the love of God upon us we 
have been melted together." He went 
on to express confidence in the church 
of the future. "Our combined vision 
will go further than any of us can 
reach." 
As a love gift from the church, the 
Kipes received a copper clock in the 
shape of Zambia. 
Following the program, the guests 
enjoyed a traditional Tonga meal in 
the spacious facilities of Macha 
Secondary School. 
Throughout the day's activities, 
there was a sense of God at work in 
the call to leadership—in a church 
moving forward with a new level of 
competence and maturity as it fulfills 
the Great Commission to its people. 
r , 
/M 
Former Prime Minister , Mr. Elijah 
Mudenda, thanks the Kipes for their ser-
vices. 
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"I Will Build 
My Church" 
Edna Switzer 
W h e n a r m e d men c a m e to 
Mtshabezi Mission on the evening of 
January 30, 1978, and demanded the 
schools be closed until Rhodesia 
b e c o m e s Z i m b a b w e , we w e r e 
reminded of a similar experience that 
happened just about a year before. A 
few days later, word came that Wanezi 
Mission was visited for the fourth time 
and also told to close their schools. 
Within twenty-four hours the two 
missions were cleared of most of their 
population for fear of what might 
happen next. The Executive Board of 
the church decided to declare a three-
week recess. 
Before the three weeks had passed, 
it was evident that it was wise to close 
these two missions indefinitely 
—primary and secondary schools, 
the Ekuphileni Bible Institute, the 
homecraft school, clinic, and hospital. 
Farming would continue a limited 
operation. 
The biggest problem was what shall 
be done with the 1,300 children and 
older students who had just enrolled at 
the mission schools a few days before, 
and the 50 teachers teaching them. 
The principals set up offices in the 
conference room of the Brethren in 
Christ offices and from there they 
issued Letters of Transfer for students 
to find places wherever they could find 
room in another school. Some were 
absorbed in the schools in Bulawayo, 
some at Matopo Secondary and others 
in schools throughout the country. 
Teachers began seeking employment 
elsewhere as well. The Bible Institute 
set up temporary quarters for learning 
in B u l a w a y o at the M p o p o m a 
Brethren in Christ Church and the 
Njube Youth Centre. 
In the rural areas many of our 
church people live in fear for what 
could happen when they know what 
has happened in places around them. 
Many cont inue to worship and 
fellowship together on the Lord's Day, 
while others fear to meet in groups in 
some areas because they might be 
suspected of illegal activities. 
For many people in Rhodesia, this 
is their first experience of living 
through a war fought on home soil. 
They have read of war and studied it in 
history, but now it is a personal reali-
ty. 
In the midst of such uncertainites, 
God has some lessons to teach His 
church. To Peter and the other 
apostles, Jesus said, "1 will build my 
church." When the Jews returned 
from their captivity in Babylon, they 
returned with some token of God's 
displeasure. There were war clouds 
above them and waves of uncertainty 
about them. They could have been 
compared to Noah and his family on 
the ark. Everything was dark and 
dismal. They were between life and 
death; between hope and fear. 
But in the midst of these experiences 
stand the promises of God. One of 
them being, "I will build my church." 
These are days in the church of 
Rhodesia that God has something to 
say to us. Maybe the church should 
pray as those from the captivity 
prayed, "Wilt thou not revive us 
again?" Maybe we have had our minds 
and hearts too much on schools, 
hospitals, clinics, and other material 
gains. Maybe the Lord wants less 
administration and organization and 
more evangelization. So some of the 
people are thinking. 
In the words of the Apostle Paul, 
the church in Rhodesia can say, "We 
are troubled on every side, yet not 
distressed; we are perplexed, but not in 
despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; 
cast down but not destroyed." 
Continue to pray for Rhodesia as 
you have been doing so faithfully, The 
church shall stand, for the promise is, 
"I will build my church." 
Soyabeens! 
Soyabeens! 
WORLD HUNGER FUND 
Katie Funk Wiebe 
Any traveler in Asian countries 
soon notices the barefoot business 
managers on the streets—the hawkers, 
traders, some occupying a few square 
feet, others moving about carrying 
their wares on their heads in baskets 
or on bicycles. 
They set up business anywhere—a 
corner of a street to sell sugar cane, a 
few pineapples or other fruits and 
vegetables, to repair sandals, to cut 
hair, and give shaves, to sell spices, 
pastries, or a cup of tea. 
Their businesses are small, their 
prices low, for they are patronized by 
the "little people," the poor who can-
not afford to shop where owners and 
managers wear sandals or shoes. 
Paul Myers, Mennonite Central 
Committee country representative for 
Bangladesh, described an MCC ex-
per iment tha t sent 10 ba re foo t 
m a n a g e r s into the s t reets . The 
problem MCC faced was to convince 
t he p e o p l e of B a n g l a d e s h t h a t 
soybeans could be used for food as 
well as for oil. 
In previous years MCC workers 
had given cooking demonstrations to 
make people aware of the many ways 
the nutritious beans can be cooked. 
Recipe books had been printed in 
Bengali and English to reach and 
teach the literate. Yet the beans were 
not accepted as a food. 
The people of Bangladesh enjoy 
snack foods as much as Americans 
like their potato chips and popcorn. 
Could roasted soybeans become pop-
ular as a snack food? 
For this experiment in business 
management M C C personnel picked 
ten 8- to 10-year-old boys. Last July 
each boy was given a carrying con-
tainer for soybeans fashioned from 
kerosene tins. The front side had a 
glass pane for display purposes. 
Smaller tins were soldered on top to 
hold small change and a scale with 
weights. The boys hung the cans 
around their necks with a piece of 
cloth strung through handles on each 
side. 
Each boy was given 10 pounds of 
raw soybeans to start his career. After 
learning how to roast the beans 
properly in hot sand, the boys were 
sent to the market places and schools 
in and around the town of Mandari to 
sell "soyabeens." 
After the first 10 pounds were sold, 
the boys bought beans from MCC at 
eight cents per pound (later 10 cents). 
They sold them for 20 cents per pound 
(later 23 cents), and pocketed the 
profits. 
Within three weeks the new snack 
food edged chickpeas, a product which 
is processed and sold the same way, 
out of the market. MCC had offered 
the boys prizes of ten, seven, and five 
dollars for best sales, but the fast 
turnover was incentive enough. 
Within two months more than 50,-
000 pounds of soybeans sold in three 
towns. In Mandari alone 16,000 
pounds were sold. One eight-year-old 
On March 23 Samuel and Erma Jean 
Bert, with Christopher Kimberly, and 
Karolyn, left for Zambia, where they 
resume their missionary assignments at 
Macha Hospital (Sam is hospital ad-
minis t ra tor) . Members of the South 
Mountain Chapel congregation in PA, the 
Berts have been on furlough, living at the 
missionary residence in Grantham. 
Frank and Blanche Kipe cut short their 
travel home on furlough from Zambia due 
to illness. Having completed their second 
term as Bishop of the Zambia church in 
January, the Kipes were in South Africa 
when Frank was stricken with severe pain. 
They flew home to Waynesboro, where he 
was operated on for gall stones on March 
26. The Kipes are completing four terms of 
missionary service in Africa, first going to 
Africa in 1952. 
Loraine Buckwalter of the Stowe, PA, 
congregation, plans to arrive home on 
furlough Apri l 14. A year ago she 
transferred from a nursing assignment in 
Rhodesia to Zambia , where she has served 
at the Macha and Sikalongo hospitals. 
boy and his seven-year-old brother 
shared a container and sold 3,500 
pounds between them. 
But these boys did not become 
Rockefellers in one summer. By fall 
they had exhausted the MCC supply 
of soybeans, so they hung up their 
containers to wait until the next soy-
bean harvest. Then the young barefoot 
businessmen will again invade the 
s t r e e t s c a l l i n g , " S o y a b e e n s , 
soyabeens," Myers said. 
I did not see these boys, but I wish I 
had. I saw other boys working at 
various kinds of odd jobs including 
mud fishing. In shallow ponds they 
built small mud dams, trapping small 
smelt-like fish behind the barrier. 
Bangladesh was devastated only a 
few years ago by natural disaster and 
civil war. The country is about the 
size of England and Wales, with a 
growing population of nearly 80 
million people, mostly rural. About 75 
per cent of the people are illiterate. In 
this predominantly Muslim country 
more women than men are unable to 
read and write. 
From the air as I flew into Dacca 
airport, Bangladesh had looked green 
and attractive. But the country is poor, 
with average earnings of 35 to 50 cents 
per day, or $95 yearly. Life expectancy 
is well below 50. A child has a 13 per 
cent chance of dying before age one 
and a 25 per cent change of dying 
before age five. 
Poverty and potential go hand-in-
hand all over Bangladesh. When 
potential is developed, poverty is 
averted, even if the new business 
manager is only seven or eight. 
Arriving home for furlough from Macha 
Hospital on April 17 are Richard and 
Marlene Martin and children Rhonda and 
Jesse. Members of the United Zion 
church, Rick is the son of J. Paul Martin, 
United Zion representative to the Board 
for Missions. 
Missions Project List 
Copies of the 1978 Missions Pro-
ject List have been mailed to each 
congregation. Contents of the new 
l is t i n c l u d e : (1) S u p p o r t of 
Missionaries, (2) Sharing in Finan-
cial Costs of International Guests of 
t h e ' 7 8 G e n e r a l C o n f e r e n c e , 
(3) Special Projects, Overseas and 
(4) S p e c i a l P r o j e c t s , N o r t h 
America. 
MISSION MEMOS 
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In the February 25 issue of the VISITOR we published a letter in 
which the writer raised the question regarding Sabbath observance 
when crops were being lost in the fields when Sundays seemed to be 
the best harvesting days of the week. The question took on added 
significance with the world food shortage. 
Here are some responses to the letter: 
On Keeping the Sabbath 
Jesus Came to Fulfill the Law 
The question has been raised as to whether we should 
keep the Law and let crops rot in the fields or disregard the 
Law and gather crops so the poor can eat. 
At first perusal, I reasoned that as a good steward 
perhaps I should show my concern for the poor in this way. 
But, as I considered this question in light of the principles 
laid down in God's Word, I began to realize that this kind 
of reasoning is based on human insights and values and is 
either leaving God out of the picture or is belittling His 
power as Creator and Sustainer of the universe. 
Jesus came not to destroy the Law but to fulfill it. Am I 
not responsible not only to be a good steward of the grain 
in my field but also of the days my Lord has given me? If 
God found it vital to establish a day of rest (even before the 
Law was given) does He no longer consider it vital to men? 
The cattle on a thousand hills belong to Him. There are 
resources of His not yet tapped by us because either we 
have not learned to trust Him to provide or we have not 
learned to ask and expect Him to give. God is able to 
control the weather. Do we need to break His Law to 
"help" Him? 
One last caution, when does our concern for the poor 
slip into the area of concern for our purse? 
Ethel E. Sider 
Langton, Ontario 
A Witness to the World 
The example and words of Jesus answer the brother's 
question about the Sabbath (Mark 2:23-28). / / h i s purpose 
is indeed to feed a starving world, and not to make a profit 
so he can tear down his barns and build greater, he should 
harvest his grain on Sunday. 
That is, of course, a big if, and the possibilities for self-
deception in the matter are great. For example, a farmer 
who had never before given a load of corn to Mennonite 
Disaster Service might well ask himself whence the sudden 
rush of generosity if he too quickly assumes that the corn 
he would lose by not harvesting on Sunday was destined to 
feed the world's starving people. Or again, the farmer who 
has opposed foreign aid, sending grain to Viet Nam and 
other policies designed to feed the world's hungry might 
question his motives if he suddenly wanted to give the 
grain he could harvest on Sunday to the poor. 
Nevertheless, the possibilities of these deceptions cannot 
override the glorious freedom of the person who is in 
Christ. The Sabbath was indeed made for man and not 
man for the Sabbath. What a tremendous witness to the 
world it would be if Christian farmers were so dedicated to 
feeding the hungry that not even the ceremonial laws of the 
Old Testament could keep them from doing their best in 
that high calling! And the world would know it if that (and 
not maximum profit) was what Christian farmers were 
about. 
That would indeed be a sign of the presence of the 
Kingdom! People "laboring, doing honest work with their 
hands, so that they may be able to give to those in need" 
(Ephesians 4:28). What a radically different motivation for 
labor! What an affront to the world's system, which makes 
profit and possessions the motive for labor. 
Finally, (and this hardly needs saying) the exceptional 
case of plucking the grain on the Sabbath is just that—an 
exception. A liberating exception, a glorious exception, 
but an exception. The weather pattern of 1977 isn't every 
year's pattern. 
John K. Stoner 
Akron, Pennsylvania 
God's Promises 
The question raised in the February 25 Visitor deserves 
attention. When all is said and written I believe we cannot 
lay aside Deuteronomy 28. Since Jesus did not come to 
destroy the law, the faith that he brings into our lives will 
help us to live in a "law-fulfilling" way according to grace. 
In this chapter God promises his people that "the Lord 
shall open unto thee his good treasure, the heaven to give 
the rain unto thy land in his season, and to bless all the 
work of thine hand: and thou shalt lend unto many 
nations, and thou shalt not borrow," (Verse twelve, italics 
mine). In verse eleven he promises to "make thee 
plenteous in goods . . . and in the fruit of thy ground. . ." 
These promises were given to God's people called the 
children of Israel, if they would: 1) "Hearken diligently 
unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to observe and to do 
all his commandments . . ." (verse one) and 2) "If thou 
shalt hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God," (verse 
two). 
I would like to make several observations: First, I 
believe we Brethren in Christ have much to be thankful for 
and much to be responsible for because we are rich and 
increased in goods including barns, land, corn, bank 
accounts, houses, jewelry, coin collections, furniture, etc. 
Second, I seriously doubt whether any one of us could 
say that we are doing all that we know to do for the hungry 
and sick and starving people in our world including our 
neighborhoods. 
Third, it seems to me that it is a bit of an excuse for us at 
this point of plenty to suggest that our giving may suffer 
because of the weather or to suggest that rain on the wrong 
days may place us in a similar position to the one whose ox 
falls in the ditch on the sabbath. We need to be reminded 
of God's warning: (Deut. 28:15-68). Here he says that 
certain unhappy things will happen if we do not listen to 
the voice of our Lord. Among many other things he says 
that sickness will prevail, mildew will be present, the rain 
will be like powder and dust "and thou shalt carry much 
seed out into the field and shalt gather but little in." All 
this will happen to those who do not listen to God's voice 
and do not serve him with joyfulness and gladness "for the 
abundance" of all he has given. In verse 51 he talks about 
corn. Do we view the sickness in our land and the rain on 
the "wrong" days as simply coincidence? No, I think we 
do not. And I think we know that if an ox falls into the 
ditch there is no great problem if one has several hundred 
other oxen and when the ditch is dry and full of grass. 
At the moment the question was raised in the Visitor I 
had been struggling with questions about my coin collec-
tion. One of them being: why should I feel uncomfortable 
about my collection since I've always said it is like saving 
for a rainy day? I guess I'm wondering recently if the rainy 
days have come for my starving brothers and sisters. The 
question is not yet answered. 
And perhaps I've not fully answered the question in the 
Visitor, but at least I have talked about the rain. 
Jerel L. Book 
Ontario, California 
April 25, 1978 11 
Children of '78 The writer is assistant professor of Early Childhood Education, Messiah College, and 
Christian Education Director, Chestnut Grove 
Church, Dillsburg, Pa. 
Charles Pugh 
I have nearly completed the seemingly endless work 
necessary to conduct a conference: The planning for 
speakers, for overnight lodging, for food, for audio-visual 
equipment to be at the right place at the right time, the trip 
to the airport to pick up the keynote speaker, the 
insurmountable task of mailing conference material to the 
right people. The cost of the postage for all of that mailing. 
The hours spent by the conference personnel in both 
preparing materials and displays to communicate their 
message to those that would attend. The many hours spent 
in sessions listening to speakers present topics on THE 
C H I L D R E N OF '78. 
All of that time, all of that money, all of that effort in 
order to do a meaningful job of educating young children 
in our communities. There were many who thought that 
the money and time were well spent. They went home with 
new ideas, new hopes, new visions to better do the job of 
facilitating learning back home. 
There was an underlying purpose for the conference. 
Hopefully, learning that took place at that conference will 
be carried back home to then be transferred to meaningful 
experiences for children; children that will grow into 




Last week I sat talking to an elementary school teacher. 
I had just picked up the pictures from the Foundation 
Series Workshop held at Wainfleet the week before. As I 
showed her the pictures, she said, "Mary you seem to be 
doing such good things in your Sunday school. Our 
Sunday school program is really poor and uninteresting." 
In reply, I said, "Patty, if you really believe Sunday 
school is important, and I believe it is, then it is worth 
doing well." 
The Brethren in Christ Church is very fortunate to have 
a part in the development of The Foundation Series. One 
of the underlying principles of the curriculum is that 
children learn best when they are actively involved in 
learning experiences. This involvement takes such forms as 
art, music, drama, writing and other activities. 
Teachers have found this approach very exciting and 
have expressed a desire to become more skillful in using a 
variety of teaching methods. After carefully analyzing 
their needs, seven Sunday school superintendents and a 
representative from the regional Commission on Sunday 
school formed a committee to organize a workshop to help 
teachers themselves to experience methods used in the 
Foundation Series. 
leaders in our communities. Was the message that went 
forth from the conference going to affect the lives of the 
now young children in the programs represented? What 
about the moral issues, the nutrition habits, the reading 
abilities that will mold the many lives that are going to be 
touched by those who attended the conference? 
Hold it! What has this to do with the children in the 
church, children in our congregations? 
There are CHILDREN OF '78 in each of our con-
gregations. Children that will one day be citizens in our 
communities and members of our congregations, who have 
grown in wisdom and stature because of the "faith which is 
in Christ Jesus." 
Some recent research however, has caused me to take a 
deeper look at what we are doing with Christian Education 
programs in our churches. Some writers are talking about 
80% drop out in Sunday Schools. Church attendance has 
not increased in the past several years and in many cases 
has dropped off. There must be reason behind these 
reports. 
What are we doing in the church to make sure that we 
are giving the very best to teaching the Scriptures to our 
children and youth? 
In pictures and captions here is what happened at the 
Foundation Series Workshop, at the Wainfleet Brethren in 
Christ Church on January 14, 1978. 
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". . . And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are 
able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Jesus 
Christ" (II Timothy 3:15 A. V.) 
Are we preparing our teachers and parents who are in 
turn nurturing the children? So many times we have been 
rather lax in seeing to it that those who teach children have 
had necessary training to do a meaningful job. The 
Scriptures are in themselves very meaningful, but unless 
they are communicated in a way that the child can 
understand them, then they may indeed return void. 
Is the program of the church alive enough to keep the 
children until they're adults? Do we go that extra mile in 
providing a little more in the area of fellowship and 
recreation with a Christian emphasis? 
What about the facilities? Some of the educational units 
are lacking that exciting appearance that says to children, 
we truly do care. There may be walls that need paint, 
floors that need to be carpeted, bulletin boards that need to 
be changed (or used). There may be need for new furniture, 
drapes, and even new lighting. 
What about the program? New material has been 
provided so that there can be some new excitment in the 
way the Scriptures are taught. Are we making good use of 
the lesson material? Are we providing additional times for 
the Scriptures to be taught? 
What about our attitude toward the importance of 
children in the church? Jesus took time out of his busy 
schedule to sit down with children and minister to them. 
Even the babies in the crib room need to have some one 
that can minister to them and their parents. The youth 
need to have someone who will listen to their problems and 
will guide them through the Scriptures. 
What about the children in your congregation? Are they 
dropping out at an early age? Are they coming out of 
demand from their parents, or are they involved because 
they are appreciated and loved? 
The church has a big task ahead as it plans for the 
children of '78 as well as the children of the years ahead. 
There will have to be many hours spent in preparing for 
lessons. There will have to be money spent on new facilities 
or upkeep on the present ones. There will have to be 
prayers prayed, hymns sung, and Scriptures read again 
and again. 
Is it worth it? Will it all be meaningful? If there are 
those who can say in their young adult life, *T have known 
the holy Scriptures from my childhood," then it is worth it. 
Let us celebrate with the children of '78. Let us rejoice 
and be glad, for the Lord has provided a way that we can 
know "salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus." 
Opposite page, top: Teachers were given practical suggestions for 
handling painting in Sunday school; bottom: Kathy Moore led an 
art workshop for teachers of primary grades. Animals were cut from 
magazines to be pasted on a cut out of an ark. Above and right, 
clockwise: Mary Fretz led a workshop on puppet-making for 
primary grades; Cloyce Weaver led two workshops on drama forms 
—role playing, real life situations, and dramatizing a Bible story; 
making clay tablets for grades 5 and 6; Joan Cunningham led a 
workshop in Art Forms for grades 5 and 6 illustrating a Bible story. 
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from page five 
Move now from the ancient world 
to the modern. The gospel has not 
changed, but the world has. The gospel 
has not changed because it is un-
changeable. If it were to change, it 
would not be the gospel. 
It is the context of the gospel—the 
setting within which the good news 
must be communicated—that has 
been altered almost beyond recogni-
tion through the years. It has been 
changed by industrial revolution, 
social revolution, political revolution, 
e lec t ronic revolut ion, economic 
revolution, sexual revolution. . . . 
What now with evangelism? Should 
we abandon it, as some would? Not at 
all. Its core message—God in Christ 
taking the burden of our pride and 
guilt at the cross, and offering us 
forgiveness and a new reason for living 
—is as urgent today as ever. But this 
message needs to be witnessed to in 
context. 
Illustrations abound. Take the case 
of Chuck Colson. He was a tough, 
experienced, ambitious, ruthless man 
of the times, working the Washington 
political scene. He knew the tricks of 
the trade. He was prepared to do 
anything to advance the political for-
tunes of his chief. "Hatchet man" was 
his nickname. 
Then things began to come unglued 
for his administration and for himself. 
One night in the midst of this he drove 
to the home of his old friend Tom 
Phillips, head of a large company. 
Colson had known Tom as a 
go-getter at the top of a great corpora-
tion. But as they sat together talking, 
Tom quietly gave him some news he 
didn't quite know how to take. It was 
the story of Tom's recent conversion 
to Jesus Christ. 
Before the two men parted company 
that night, Tom gave Chuck a copy of 
C. S. Lewis' Mere Christianity, which 
the Holy Spirit had used to open his 
eyes. When he drove away from the 
Phillips' home, Colson didn't realize 
then and there that it was the dawn of 
the first day of the rest of his life. 
Millions have read the whole story of 
Colson's subsequent conversion in his 
book Born Again. 
Meeting them where they are! It 's 






MENNONITE WORLD CONFERENCE 
Tenth Assembly 
July 25-30,1978 
By pre-registering you will: 
—Avoid delays, long lines, and disappointments at Wichita 
—Help Tenth Assembly planners anticipate attendance 
—Enable local committees to provide adequate facilities 
—Confirm your housing arrangements 
—Reserve your packet of registration materials (International 
Songbook, World Handbook, Program Book, etc.) 
Hundreds of persons are involved in plan-
ning for the comfort and convenience ot 
thousands of participants. Your coopera-
tion will be deeply appreciated. To en-
courage pre-registration, the deadline is 
extended to May 25. 
Registration forms are available in your 
congregation or write to: 
Tenth Assembly Registrar 
Mennonite World Conference 
528 East Madison St. 
Lombard, IL 60148 
Church News 
M E S S I A H COLLEGE 
Sunday School Tournaments 
The Sunday School Tournament , spon-
sored by Messiah College each spring, 
involved over 650 people f rom 29 different 
congregations this year. The winners were 
as follows: 
Basketball — A League, Green Spring 
1st and Chambersburg 2nd; B League, 
Elizabethtown 1st and Paramount 2nd; C 
League, Dayton-Phoneton 1st and Antr im 
2nd. 
Volleyball — Manor 1st and Lancaster 
2nd. Table Tennis — Gran tham 1st and 
Mechanicsburg 2nd. Bowling — Fairland 
1st, Carlisle 2nd, Souderton 3rd, and 
Mechanicsburg 4th. 
The tournament dates for 1979 are 
February 22, 23, 24 and March 1, 2, 3 , 5 , 8 , 
9, 10. 
Choral Society Tours 
The Messiah College Choral Society 
toured through Indiana, Michigan, and 
Ohio last month, giving its final concert of 
the year in the Gran tham Church in early 
April . 
Fine Arts Festival 
The Fine Arts Festival at Messiah 
College early this month gave attention to 
"Television as a Medium of Aesthetic 
Expression." One permanent feature was 
the provision of a television set on campus 
which will be devoted exclusively to 
viewing educational network programs. 
Dedication Service 
Messiah Village 
100 Mt . Allen Drive 
Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
10:00 A . M . July 1, 1978 
Open House 11:00 A . M . to 2:00 P .M. 
C O N F E R E N C E S 
Allegheny 
The Cedar Grove congregation reports a 
Consecrat ion Service for two deacons and 
their wives on Sunday, Feb. 26. Reelected 
were the Glenn Stoners and newly elected 
were the Kenneth Beasoms. The pastor is 
Rev. Eugene Heidler. 
The W M P C of the Five Forks congrega-
tion celebrated 200 years on Wednesday, 
March 8, with Rev. and Mrs . Chester 
Wingert of the New Guilford congregation 
sharing with them. The Wingerts told of 
the beginning of missions, and experiences 
while they were in Afr ica . Rev. W. Ruper t 
Tu rman is the pastor. 
The Locust Grove congregation honored 
their retiring deacon couple, Clarence and 
Elsie Kaltreider, on Sunday, Feb. 19, for 
their 34 years as deacon and wife. At the 
same service Samuel and Evangeline 
Schwartz were consecrated as deacon and 
wife. Mrs . Schwartz ' s father, Rev. Leroy 
Yoder, assisted the pastor, Rev. Charles 
Lehman. 
The Martinsburg congregation reports 
that five children were dedicated to the 
Lord on Sunday, March 19, by their 
parents. Rev. Bob Keller is the pastor. 
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Atlantic 
The Palmyra congregation entertained a 
bus load of Messiah Home Guests on 
Palm Sunday, March 19. Dinner was 
served to them following the morning 
service. Rev. J. Robert Lehman is the 
pastor. 
The Perkiomen Valley congregation held 
a F a m i l y E n r i c h m e n t S e m i n a r on 
February 18 and 19. The resource couple 
were Paul and Esther Snyder. Rev. Snyder 
serves as coordinator of Church-College 
Relations at Messiah College and at the 
present t ime serves as interim pastor of the 
Fairland Church. Mrs. Snyder teaches at 
Messiah College. The pastor at Perkiomen 
is Rev. Keith Ulery. 
Canadian 
The Young People of the Houghton 
congregation hosted an Adul t -Youth 
Fellowship Banquet on Saturday, March 
11. After the supper, the youth entertained 
the adults with a comedy skit, special 
music, and a film. Rev. John Sider is the 
pastor. 
T h e Kirkland Lake congregation 
observed Charter Membership Sunday on 
Jan. 29, with 16 members. This included 
the pastoral couple, Rev. and Mrs. Amos 
Buckwalter. 
Central 
The Christian Union congregation 
observed Youth Sunday on March 5, by 
hosting the Quiz Teams from Beulah 
Chapel and Nappanee for practice quiz-
zing on Saturday evening and Sunday 
morning. Jon Stepp brought the Sunday 
morning message and special music was 
presented by the Beulah Chapel Quiz 
Team. Rev. Marlin Ressler is the pastor. 
On Sunday, March 12, the Fairview 
congregation held a " m e m o r y ap -
p rec i a t ion" meet ing for one of their 
members, Harriet Engle Mann, who moved 
to the east recently. Many emphasized her 
spiritual influence on their lives. The 
pastor is Rev. Henry Miller. 
Members of the Pleasant Hill congrega-
tion have been given opportunity to adopt 
a missionary family. The W M P C will 
match congregational families with mis-
sionary families, encouraging the families 
to write to one another. Rev. Glenn Hensel 
is the pastor. 
Midwest 
The Zion congregation held a Card 
Shower for Mr. and Mrs. Pearl Faron who 
observed their 50th Wedding Anniversary 
on March 28. 
Births 
Grant: John Tennyson, son of James 
and Barbara Grant , Kirkland Lake con-
gregation, Ont . 
Hoover: Jared Gabriel, born Jan. 16, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Hoover, Pequea con-
gregation, Pa. 
Landis: Rachel Renee, born Feb. 7, to 
Luke and Debbie Landis, Cedar Grove 
congregation, Pa. 
Oakes: Zachery Bow, born Dec. 25, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Garry Oakes, Amherst 
congregation, Oh. 
Oldham: Jeremy Glenn, born March 8, 
to G l e n n and L i n d a ( N u n a m a k e r ) 
Oldham, Spring Hope congregation, Pa. 
Panned: Charles Duane, born March 4, 
to Mr. and Mrs. Charles D. Pannell, 
Pequea congregation, Pa. 
Reiff: Emily Sue, born Jan. 22, to 
Ruben and Ruth (Martin) Reiff, Hollowell 
congregation. Pa. 
Sheetz: Terry, Jr. , born Dec. 28, to Mr. 
and Mrs. Terry Sheetz, Pequea congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Umholtz: Joel Lynn, born Feb. 10, to 
Leo and Elma Umholtz, Cross Roads 
congregation. Pa. 
Weddings 
Bowman-Coleman: Wanda, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Coleman, and Ron 
Bowman, Oct. 22, 1977, in the Amherst 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Atlee 
Hershberger officiating. 
Forshee-Orr: Cindy, daughter of Mr . 
and M r s . J a m e s O r r , and R i c h a r d 
Forshee, Nov. 25, 1977, in the Amherst 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Atlee 
Hershberger officiating. 
H o s t e t t e r - E l l i o t t : C y n t h i a K a y e , 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. 
Elliott, and Jay Lynn, son of Dr. and Mrs. 
J. Norman Hostetter, Slingerlands, N. Y., 
M a r c h 18, in t h e N e w S c o t l a n d 
Presbyterian Church, New Scotland, New 
York, with Rev. J . N . Hostetter and Rev. 
J. Howard Feather, grandfathers of the 
groom, officiating. 
Kerr-Frazie: Kimberly, daughter of Mr . 
and Mrs. Earl Frazie, and Jim, son of Mr . 
and Mrs. James Kerr, Sept. 2, 1977, in the 
Amherst Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Atlee Hershberger officiating. 
Obituaries 
C o n r a d y : C h a r l e s L. C o n r a d y , 
Massillon, Ohio, died Jan. 21, 1978, at the 
age of 60. He is survived by his wife, 
Thelma; a daughter, Mrs. Donna Young; 
three sons: J-Lynn, Dan, and Douglas; 
three sisters; two brothers; and ten 
grandchildren. He was a member of the 
Amherst Brethren in Christ Church where 
he served as a deacon. The funeral service 
was held in the Amherst Church with Rev. 
Atlee Hershberger officiating. 
H a r s h m a n : M r s . C a r r i e M a e 
Harshman, Waynesboro, Pa., died March 
4, 1978, at the age of 87. Her husband, J. 
Benedict Harshman, preceded her in death 
in 1969. She is survived by two daughters, 
Mrs. Chester W. Seilhamer and Edna 
Harshman ; and a brother , Roy W. 
Detrich. She was a member of the Five 
Forks Brethren in Christ Church. The 
funeral service was conducted in the 
Sellers Funeral Home by Rev. Rupert 
Turman. Interment was in the Parklawns 
Memorial Gardens. 
Herr: Ira Harnish Herr, Pleasant View 
Rest Home, Manheim, Pa., died March 5, 
1978, at the age of 89. He was the son of 
Peter and Katie Harnish Herr. He is 
survived by his wife, Mamie E. Hess Herr, 
to whom he was married for 68 years. He 
is also survived by a daughter, Mrs. Ruth 
H. Harnish; three sons: Ralph H., Clyde 
H., and Lloyd H,; eight grandchildren; and 
five g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n . H e was a 
member of the Pequea Brethren in Christ 
Church where he had served as trustee and 
superintendent of the church cemetery. 
The funeral service was held in the Pequea 
Church with Rev. Cyrus Lutz and Rev. 
Gerald Wingert officiating. Interment was 
in the adjoining cemetery. 
W i l e s : W i l l i a m H a r v e y W i l e s , 
Chambersburg, Pa., died Feb. 25, 1978, at 
the age of 86. The funeral service was 
conducted by Rev. Maurice Bender in the 
New Guilford Brethren in Christ Church. 
Interment was in the Air Hill Cemetery. 
Wenger: Mrs. Ida M. Wenger, born 
May 22, 1900, in N. Annville Twp., Pa., 
died Feb. 26, 1978, in Lebanon. She was 
the daughter of Joseph and Rosie Rhoads 
Byer, and was married to Daniel F. 
Wenger who preceded her in death in 1976. 
She is survived by a son, Eugene Wenger; 
two daughters: Lois Herr and Mildred 
Reese; 11 grandchildren; and three-great-
grandchildren. A son, D. Ray, died in 
1977. She was a member of the Fairland 
Brethren in Christ Church. The funeral 
service was held in the Fairland Church 
with Rev. Paul Snyder officiating. Inter-
ment was in the Fairland Cemetery. 
Wyles: Mrs. Ella F. Wyles, Saxton, 
Pa., born Dec. 19, 1895. died Jan. 4, 1978, 
in the Roaring Springs Hospital. She was 
the daughter of Philip and Mary K. 
Ritchey. On May 30, 1912, she was 
mar r i ed to H o w a r d R. Wyles who 
preceded her in death. She is survived by 
six children: Mrs. Esther Harvey, Mrs. 
Elmiar Rinard, James, John, Kenneth, and 
Mrs. Lilliam Kelley; 21 grandchildren; 38 
great-grandchildren; and one great-great-
grandchild; and a number of sisters. She 
was one of the charter members of the 
Saxton Brethren in Christ Church where 
the funeral service was conducted by Rev. 
Earl Lehman. Interment was in the Bunker 
Hill Cemetery. 
April 25, 1978 15 
THE 
SS 
ANTHAM PA 17027 
Separated Unto 
V. L. Stump 
In a recent Sunday School lesson we were especially impressed with the 
remarkable statement in connection with the sending out of Paul and 
Barnabas on their first missionary journey. 
Everywhere in this busy world in which we are living the lines carrying 
electric current are being lengthened, and the day may not be far distant when 
we will consider the common coal oil lamp as a relic of the distant past. As 
time has gone on, the manufacturers of electrical conductors have learned the 
immense value of insulation, which to use another term is after all only 
separation. In transmitting the unseen fluid across our plains, mountains, and 
valleys it is necessary that the wires or cables be separated or insulated from 
all contact with the earth or ground. 
There is though a far more vital condition which must be met before any 
of the current, that is to light our homes, or run our factories can be utilized 
and that is the "separation unto" or a vital connection with the dynamo. 
The Holy Spirit, in calling out from among the church at Antioch two of its 
members who should be the heralds of the "Good News" to regions beyond, 
made no mistake in saying "Separate me Barnabas and Paul for the work 
whereunto I have called them." 
We sometimes wonder why these men met with such wonderful success. 
Was it not because they were "separate unto?" 
What a dead and almost useless thing a copper wire is, when it is simply 
strung along a line of poles, with no vital connection anywhere to get or give. 
"Yes, yes, it is separated," says someone, but for what purpose? Take the 
same wire, connect it, "Separate it Unto" and it becomes a ministration of 
life or of death. Too much of the present day Christian work lacks the 
"separation unto" and the preaching of the gospel becomes mere "stat ic" you 
may hear its sound but at most it only annoys. 
"The work * * * I have called them" About the only thing for which you 
can rightly use a high tension wire is to conduct electricity through it, at least 
it seems to achieve its greatest success in that field. The only place a Christian 
worker, missionary, evangelist, minister, or anyone else can really be 
successful, is in the field "Whereunto" they are called and only when they are 
"Separated Unto" the work unto which the Holy Spirit has called them. 
—Evangelical Visitor, September 17,1928 
Editorial, V. L. Stump, Editor 
